May 15, 2007

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2007

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 291, a resolution that com-
memorates and observes Peace Officers’ Me-
morial Day, which honors law enforcement of-
ficers and those killed or disabled in the line
of duty.

Law enforcement officers risk their lives
daily to protect the citizens of this Nation and
sadly 143 law enforcement officers were killed
in the line of duty in 2006. Next week, thou-
sands of law enforcement officers will come to
Washington, DC, to pay their respects to their
fallen fellow officers at the National Law En-
forcement Memorial. As a former police offi-
cer, | also pay tribute to law enforcement offi-
cials who died in the line of duty in 2006 and
continue to honor those police officers who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

As a proud member of the Congressional
Law Enforcement Caucus, | strongly support
critical funding for programs, such as the
Community  Oriented  Policing  Services
(COPS) program, to hire additional police offi-
cers and help law enforcement acquire the lat-
est crime-fighting technologies. | will continue
to be a strong supporter of the law enforce-
ment community and will advocate on behalf
of public safety in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of our courageous
law enforcement officers, | ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing and paying respect
to our valiant heroes. As a proud cosponsor of
H. Res. 291, | urge my colleagues to support
this resolution.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE POLAR
BEAR PROTECTION ACT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation that will close the polar
bear loophole and prohibit U.S. citizens from
bringing sport hunted polar bear trophies from
Canada into the United States. | call on my
colleagues to support the Polar Bear Protec-
tion Act, which if passed, will help conserve
and protect one of the most beloved American
icon species by discouraging U.S. citizens
from contributing to their decline through sport
hunting.

The Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
established a moratorium on the importation of
marine mammals and marine mammal prod-
ucts, including the importation of all sport
hunted marine mammals such as seals, wal-
ruses and polar bears. But in 1994, Congress
enacted an exemption to this ban and allowed
American sport hunters to bring home polar
bear trophies from Canada for their personal
use. There is no other such exemption in the
Marine Mammal Protection Act. This exemp-
tion has had the effect of increasing Canadian
polar bear deaths by U.S. sport hunters.
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In 1994 the polar bears’ survival was not
known to be at risk. Today, we know their fu-
ture is precarious. Polar bear populations are
facing threats previously unprecedented in the
history in the Arctic. The polar bear is depend-
ent on sea ice for survival—it relies on the ice
for hunting, breeding and rearing its young.
Yet as a result of climate change, Arctic sea
ice is receding at a rate even a non-scientist
can observe, rapidly enough for polar bears to
feel the impacts. An unknown number of these
magnificent creatures—which can swim at
least 50 miles—have drowned and are starv-
ing. Populations are changing their distribu-
tion, bringing them closer to human villages
and exposing them to greater risk of negative
interactions with people as they desperately
search for food. Leading scientists project that
the Arctic may be completely free of sea ice
in the summer as early as 2040. This has dis-
astrous implications for polar bears.

In July 2005, the World Conservation Union
(IUCN) Polar Bear Specialist Group (PBSG)
released its quadrennial report, which re-
viewed the status of polar bears. Although the
world population estimate remains at 21,500—
25,000, in fact many populations are “data de-
ficient,” due to the difficulties of studying this
species in its remote, harsh habitat. At least
some populations are declining and more may
be. The IUCN PBSG concluded that the spe-
cies should be upgraded from “a species of
least concern” to “vulnerable,” based on the
“likelihood of an overall decline in the size of
the total population of more than 30 percent
within the next 35 to 50 years.” It further con-
cluded that the principal cause of this decline
is global warming, with pollution an additional
negative influence. For the first time, they ex-
pressed a need for caution when determining
hunting quotas.

The U.S. Department of the Interior has
confirmed that warming temperatures and the
receding of sea ice in the Arctic pose a threat
to polar bears and has concluded that polar
bears could be endangered within 45 years.
Based on the threats posed to polar bears, the
Interior Department proposed that polar bears
be listed under the Endangered Species Act
as “threatened” on December 27, 2006. As
many of you know, | actively have supported
the listing of polar bears on the Endangered
Species List. | feel strongly that such a listing
is vital to the bears’ survival. | also feel strong-
ly that sport hunting at this time is an addi-
tional unnecessary burden that these belea-
guered bears can ill afford.

More than half of the world’s polar bears are
in Canada and most of these are in the terri-
tory of Nunavut. In 2005, Nunavut increased
its polar bear hunt quotas by almost 30 per-
cent without scientific basis, despite docu-
mented declines in some populations and the
increased threats to polar bears from the ef-
fects of climate change. The increase was
based on anecdotal accounts that more bears
were seen near villages; however, this in-
crease in sightings likely was the result of
hungry bears being drawn to village dumps
than an actual increase in bear numbers. As
a result, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
expressed concerns with this increase in
quotas. Indeed, | am concerned that the
money generated by American trophy hunters
in Nunavut was a motivating factor in this
quota increase.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also ac-
knowledges that at least five polar bear popu-
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lations, of which four are hunted, have poor
and/or inadequate information on population
statistics. It admits that four populations are
possibly being over-harvested, posing con-
servation challenges for the bear.

Some of my colleagues here today may
have supported the polar bear trophy importa-
tion exemption in 1994. | recognize that the
landscape was different then, when many
polar bear populations appeared sound. How-
ever, circumstances have dramatically
changed. Seventeen years ago it was incon-
ceivable to think that we could envision a
world without these magnificent animals. Now,
in 2007, we are learning that polar bear ex-
tinction could become a reality. While long-
term action clearly is required to address the
significant environmental factors negatively af-
fecting polar bear survival, immediate action
can and must be taken to control direct
human-caused mortality, including addressing
the harmful effects of U.S. trophy hunting.

| hope you all agree that contributing to the
mortality of these bears from unnecessary
sport hunting is no longer justified. We need to
eliminate the exemption that allows the impor-
tation of polar bear trophies into the United
States. The Polar Bear Protection Act will fur-
ther polar bear conservation at a time when
these animals need it most. | urge my col-
leagues to join me by supporting this legisla-
tion, and | hope that the Natural Resources
Committee will hold hearings on polar-bear
conservation and this bill.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2237, PROVIDING FOR RE-
DEPLOYMENT OF UNITED
STATES ARMED FORCES AND
DEFENSE CONTRACTORS FROM
IRAQ; PROVIDING FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 2206, U.S.
TROOP READNESS, VETERANS’
CARE, KATRINA RECOVERY, AND
IRAQ ACCOUNTABILITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2007, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2207, AGRICULTURAL DIS-
ASTER ASSISTANCE AND WEST-
ERN STATES EMERGENCY UN-
FINISHED BUSINESS APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
strongly support this measure before us today
because it provides a clearly needed change
in course in Irag. The President has placed
roughly 160,000 of our troops in a highly vul-
nerable position—refereeing a civil war—while
the various factions in Irag have not made
adequate progress toward reconciliation. The
needed political reconciliation among these
groups will not happen until we make it clear
to the Iraqis that our occupation is coming to
an end.

But our open-ended occupation of Iraq is
not only not working; it's working against us.
It undermines our fight against al-Qaeda and
provides extremists a rallying point. We have
every indication that al-Qaeda is resurgent in
Pakistan, that bin Laden finds himself stronger
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than ever, and that al-Qaeda-linked groups
are growing in number and audacity. We need
to responsibly redeploy our troops from lIraq
so we can better fight this growing threat.

| initially had concerns with some of the lan-
guage in this measure regarding funds for
troops deployed to Iraq since January of this
year. But after examining the bill more closely,
| do not believe any provision in this bill would
alter funding in a way that would put troops
currently in the field at risk. The bottom line is
that we must send a clear message to the
President that we must change direction in
Iraq and redeploy our troops.

———

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
CELEBRATING THE 35TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TITLE IX

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a resolution celebrating the 35th
anniversary of Title IX of the Education Act
Amendments of 1972. Thirty-five years ago, a
college applicant could be denied admission
simply because she was a woman.

Title IX of the Education Amendments of
1972 changed that. Led by the late Represent-
atives Patsy T. Mink and Edith Green, Con-
gress established a principle we often take for
granted today—the prohibition of sex discrimi-
nation in any federally funded educational pro-
gram. The results are astounding.

In 1972, only 9 percent of JDs were earned
by women. Today women earn almost half of
all law degrees. In fact, | am one of the many
women able to go to law school because of
Title IX. The story is similar for MDs and
PhDs.

There are also, of course, the athletic op-
portunities. Here too, the change from 1972 to
2007 is astounding. Today, college athletic op-
portunities abound for young women. And the
recent surge in women’s professional sports
teams could not have happened without the
dramatic increase in women playing college
sports.

These successes—both academic and ath-
letic—are worth celebrating, as are the women
who came before us here on the House floor
as leaders of the Title IX movement. In 2002,
after Representative Patsy T. Mink passed
away, Chairman MILLER introduced a bill that
named Title IX the “Patsy Takemoto Mink
Equal Opportunity in Education Act.” | have a
picture of Patsy hanging in my office. She is
an inspiration to me. And | know that if she
were here today she would remind us that our
work is not finished.

There are many problems still to be ad-
dressed. Women continue to face substantial
barriers, especially in high wage fields such as
science, technology, engineering and math.
Sexual harassment remains pervasive in
schools and on college campuses. Women
and girls’ sports teams still do not receive an
equal share of resources.

Title IX is as necessary today as it was in
1972.

| am pleased to have over 100 original co-
sponsors on this bill, including Speaker
PELOSI. | urge the rest of my colleagues to join
me in celebrating Title 1X’s successes and in
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recognizing the work still to be done in our
march toward equal educational opportunities.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TOLEDO SYMPHONY
CEO ROBERT BELL

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge the Toledo Symphony’s own
Robert Bell, celebrating his 50th anniversary
season. The Toledo Symphony will formally
recognize his remarkable achievement on May
22, 2007.

Robert Bell joined the Toledo Symphony in
1956. In his five decades with the symphony
he has performed as a percussionist, principal
timpanist and teacher. He has been the or-
chestra’s personnel manger, managing direc-
tor, and in his last decade has been President
and Chief Executive Officer of the Toledo Or-
chestra Association since 1997. The hallmark
of his tenure is the design and development of
a “music organization characterized by shared
ownership.” The Andrew F. Mellon Foundation
described our symphony in 2005 as “a re-
markable organization that is approaching its
evolution with a deep understanding of the
community in which it operates . . . the To-
ledo Symphony is embedded in its community
like no other American orchestra.” Robert
Bell’s innovations and creative style can be
credited for this high praise.

Partnerships Mr. Bell pursued with not only
the Mellon Foundation, but also with the
Stranahan Foundation and the Owens-lllinois
Charitable Foundation have brought a financial
stability to the symphony which now operates
with a six million dollar budget. At the same
time, Mr. Bell’s efforts have led to a fourteen
million dollar endowment fund which continues
to grow. Its financial footing has enabled the
symphony to draw talented musicians world-
wide for its 60 positions and additional guest
artists.

At his heart both musician and teacher, the
Musicians in Action initiative was developed
under Mr. Bell’'s tutelage. Through it, the sym-
phony presents concerts especially for young
people at 300 schools throughout the region.
Annually, about 100,000 children benefit. The
Community Music Lessons program offers
group music lessons for underserved and
needy students, fostering a talent these
youngsters may have no other opportunity to
develop. Music in Our Schools matches pro-
fessional musicians with high school musi-
cians for one-on-one coaching, rehearsals,
and performances.

It has been said that without art civilization
is lost. Robert Bell has dedicated his life to
taking our civilization to new heights, helping
us reach our potential individually and in com-
munity. His gift has been a soaring spirit of
music and his legacy will be a symphony per-
forming for decades beyond his own half cen-
tury of service. For his time and talent, pas-
sion and inspiration, we are most grateful. |
know | join with our entire community in offer-
ing congratulations to Robert Bell on his fiftieth
anniversary season.

May 15, 2007

ON INTRODUCTION OF ROCKY
MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK WIL-
DERNESS AND INDIAN PEAKS
WILDERNESS EXPANSION ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
today | am introducing a revised bill to des-
ignate as wilderness most of the lands within
the Rocky Mountain National Park and to ex-
pand the Indian Peaks Wilderness.

The bill is cosponsored by my Colorado col-
league, Representative MUSGRAVE, and an
identical measure is being introduced in the
other body by Colorado’s two Senators. Over
a period of months, we have worked together
to develop this bipartisan legislation that will
provide important protection and management
direction for some truly remarkable country,
adding well over 200,000 acres in the park to
the National Wilderness Preservation System.

The wilderness designation for the park will
cover some 94 percent of the park, including
Longs Peaks and other major mountains along
the Great Continental Divide, glacial cirques
and snow fields, broad expanses of alpine tun-
dra and wet meadows, old-growth forests, and
hundreds of lakes and streams, all
untrammeled by human structures or passage.
Indeed, examples of all the natural eco-
systems that make up the splendor of the
Park are included in the wilderness that would
be designated by this bill. At the same time,
the wilderness boundaries have been drawn
so as to allow continued access for use of ex-
isting roadways, buildings and developed
areas, privately owned land, and areas where
additional facilities and roadwork will improve
park management and visitor services, In ad-
dition, specific provisions are included to as-
sure that there ill be no adverse effects on
continued use of existing water facilities.

The lands designated as wilderness will be-
come part of the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System that was established by the Wil-
derness Act and will be managed in accord-
ance with that Act and the provisions of the
bill. The bill’s provisions amplify this by speci-
fying that—(1) no new reclamation projects will
be allowed in the wilderness area; (2) nothing
in the bill will create a “buffer zone” around
the wilderness and that non-wilderness activi-
ties visible or audible from within the wilder-
ness will not be prohibited; (3) the National
Park Service can act to control fire, insects,
and diseases, including use of mechanical
tools within the wilderness; and (4) nothing in
the bill will reduce or restrict the current au-
thority of the National Park Service to manage
the Park’s lands and resources.

The bill is similar to measures previously in-
troduced by my predecessor, Representative
David Skaggs (as well as others introduced
before that), and ones | introduced in the
107th, 108th, and 109th Congress. However, it
does include a number of adjustments and re-
finements that reflect discussion within the
Colorado delegation in Congress and with in-
terested parties in Colorado.

Like H.R. 4935 of the 109th Congress, the
new bill includes designation of wilderness
designation of more than 700 acres In the
Twin Sisters area south of Estes Park. These
lands were acquired by the United States and
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